
Accompanied by the only openly gay D1 
athlete at the college, former D1 wrestler 
and LGBT activist, Hudson Taylor, chal-
lenged the Lafayette community to choose 
inclusiveness when dealing others sexuality 
and gender identity. 

Taylor spoke out this past Monday as part 
of the athletic program’s recently established 
“Respect Initiative.” 

“We have a choice of how we speak to and 
about one another,” Taylor said, “and we can 
choose to be kinder to one another in the 
language that we use.”

As the founder and executive director of 
Athlete Ally, a non-profit dedicated to fos-
tering inclusive sports communities, Taylor 
spent his visit engaging students, faculty and 
administrators in his campaign to end gen-
der and identity discrimination in athletic 
environments.

Organized by geology professor Kira 
Lawrence, economics professor Susan Aver-
ett, Senior Associate Athletic Director Kait-
lyn McKittrick and Athletic Director Bruce 
McCutcheon, the “Respect Initiative” aims 

to educate Lafayette’s athletic department 
on public issues such as LGBTQ equality and 
awareness. 

“The department is kind of silent about 
this issue,” said Lawrence, a former division 
one college basketball player at Dartmouth. 
“When you’re a gay student athlete, you don’t 
really know who your allies are. It would be 
good if the athletics department could clearly 
articulate that they’re more welcoming.”

In his keynote presentation, Taylor, who 
is straight, addressed his personal experi-
ence with these issues while wrestling for 
the University of Maryland and the different 
ways he has been combating the problem 
following his athletic career. After a student 
came out in the middle of class while he was 
in college, Taylor said he began to rethink 
how the term “gay” is used in locker rooms 
and sports.

“It was cool to see someone in such a 
stereotypically manly sport speaking out,” 
sophomore fencer Andie Mitchell said. 
“There’s probably less acceptance in that 
community, so it took a lot for him to op-
pose the culture around him.”
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This past Sunday marked a momentous 
occasion for the Women’s Soccer team.  
For the first time in four years, Lafayette 
defeated Navy.

With only 17 minutes left in the game, 
frustration and nerves gripped head coach 
Mick Statham and the rest of the team. The 
game appeared to belong decisively to La-
fayette, yet no goal had been recorded.  

The possibility of an eighth overtime 
game this season, as well as a fourth over-
time loss was exhausting, especially on se-
nior day.

But then the referee’s whistle blew, and 
his hand pointed to the penalty spot. The 
ball had struck a Navy player’s arm in the 
box, and now it was junior defender and 
designated penalty-taker Julia Wescott’s 
chance to step up.  

“There was a lot riding on it, and she was 
smart enough to understand that,” Statham 
said.  “But I don’t think all of that stuff en-
tered her mind. It was a matter of grabbing 
the ball and putting it in the net, focusing 
on the moment and what’s important rath-
er than all the stuff that comes with it.”

Without any hesitation at all, Wescott 
stepped up and slotted the ball home, deli-
cately combining power and placement to 
give the goalkeeper no chance at all to make 
a save.

For senior captain Sam Potoczak, there 
was never a doubt in her mind that Wescott 
would make the shot.

“Julia is our designated penalty kick taker, 
and she practices them all the time,” Potoc-
zak said.  “I kid you not, I’ve never seen her 
miss. She’s so good at it. Julia is so confident 
and so good at it that she started walking up 
to the spot and I was like, ‘We’re good. She’s 
going to make it, I’m not worried.’”  

That was the first and only goal of the 
game, giving Lafayette a Patriot League 
victory close to the end of the season and 
an unforgettable memory for the seniors on 
the field. 

“I think it was [senior captain] Anna 
[Wissler] that said it,” Potoczak said, 
“‘When you came in as a freshman, did you 
ever think that the way you were going to 
end your home career at Lafayette was to 
walk out on senior day and lead your team 
to a 1-0 victory over a team like Navy as 
a captain?’ If I came in as a freshman and 
somebody told me that, I would’ve been 
like ‘You’re crazy. That’s never going to 
happen.’”

And what an important win it was. The 
stakes were higher than just redemption—
not only was it senior day, with emotions 
running high, but the win gave the Leop-
ards a shot at making the playoffs and a 
guaranteed winning season. 

Beating Navy allowed the mathemati-
cal possibility of the Leopards entering the 
playoffs, provided that not only do they 
beat Colgate this coming weekend but also 
that both Army and Lehigh fail to win in 
their upcoming matches. But for the play-
ers and coach Statham, all energy is only 
focused on what can be directly controlled. 

“If we do get to the playoffs I think we’ll 
be a tough team to play against,” Statham 
said. “We’ve got a tough team, tough kids, 
and they play hard every game. And we got 
some good momentum so the key thing 
is beating a program like Colgate—a very 
good program, we’ve got to focus on them 
rather than the outside stuff. It really does 
focus down to beating Colgate and we’ll see 
what happens from there.”

From Potoczak’s perspective, the team 
needs to keep on doing what they’ve been 
doing. There is no shortage of confidence 
in the locker room, and spirits are higher 
than ever before.  

“I think everybody has the same attitude,” 
Potoczak said “We just need to take care of 
what we control and we need to take care of 
our business and if we can do that we have a 
really good chance at making the playoffs.”

Lafayette’s game this weekend could 
prove to be an exciting one with so much 
at stake.   

Playoff potential
Women’s soccer set for winning season

By Brian O’Neill ‘16
Staff Writer
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Katie Brannigan ‘19 kicks the ball down the field.  

Sam Potoczak ‘16 is recognized with her parent at Senior Night. 
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Creating allies for athletes
LGBT activist addresses equality and tolerance in athletics

By Katie Weeks ‘16
Staff Writer

See Ally Page 11Hudson Taylor shows a card trick to Gavin Studner ‘16.
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side lines
Football  (1-7) (0-3)

By Mike Morgan ‘17
Staff Writer

a style of rugby in which seven 
people are on a team. 

Because of a game cancel-
ation, this year’s fall season will 
be complete after an away tour-
nament the weekend of Nov 21. 

The Leopards will be cross-
ing the border and playing in a 
tournament in Canada. All play-
ers with a passport are invited. 
After this tournament, the sea-
son will go into hiatus until the 
spring season rolls around next 
semester and the ladies make 
their way back out to the field 
as one. 

Rugby Continued from Page 9

Lafayette Women’s Rugby in the scrum.
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We all have that friend who came 
back from study abroad just a little 
bit too Euro.

It’s the same friend that doesn’t 
shut up about their time in Europe 
and pretends they never left.

And maybe that friend has plans 
to live across the pond permanently.

But us fans who have welcomed 
the NFL into our lives every fall 
have seen our beloved old friend 
that is football make a similar tran-
sition.

It seems that year after year the 
NFL develops an even larger fasci-
nation with the market in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. 

This season’s two NFL games at 
London’s Wembley Stadium have 
been sellouts. The NFL Interna-
tional Series is a colossal money-
maker.

As a result, the NFL has extended 
their contract to play at least two 
games at Wembley until 2020. In 
addition, they have agreed to play 
at least one game each season at the 
English Premier League’s new Tot-
tenham Stadium from 2018 to 2028.

That is all fine and dandy, but it 
is slowly reaching the point on the 
NFL’s agenda where they should 
quit pushing. Each year, the NFL’s 
interest in London reaches new 
heights. 

Questions are asked such as: How 
about a team plays two CONSECU-
TIVE games in London? 

Or the big one: how about a 
franchise moves to London perma-
nently?

The NFL’s executives need to 
stop kidding themselves and realize 
that certain problems, logistical and 
otherwise, will not go away in this 
matter.

Let’s not forget that London has a 

five-hour time difference from the 
East coast of the United States. Last 
Sunday’s Jaguars-Bills game kicked 
off at 9:30 AM ET.

This is an inconvenience for both 
fans and players.

Teams playing an away game will 
typically travel to that location two 
days in advance. Asking players to 
adjust to the time difference in such 
a short period of time is unreason-
able and potentially dangerous. 

The trans-Atlantic flight itself is 
a recipe for sleep-deprivation, and 
to add jetlag on top of that will pro-
duce fatigued players. 

This effect works both ways. If an 
NFL team were based in London, 
those players would be forced to 
deal with this at least eight times a 
season for their games on American 
soil preceded by trans-Atlantic trips.

The effect would be even worse 
when a game involves a team from 
the West coast, where the time dif-

ference is eight hours.
Aside from logistics, NFL games 

in London are hilariously regarded 
by the people and media alike in the 
UK.

In an article published this week, 
a UK-based newspaper The Guard-
ian called the NFL International 
Series a “fist-bumping, XXL jersey-
over-hoodie wearing, Lite beer 
slurping experience.”

Many stereotypes that foreigners 
draw about America are highlighted 
by something as extravagant as a 
live NFL game. 

The same article even doubted 
that the average Brit could name a 
single NFL player.

A large reason that these games 
are so well received in London is 
because Londoners can experience 
a staple in American culture first-
hand, right in their backyard. The 
NFL is in the process of riding this 
effect out until the novelty wares 

off.
But it will ware off eventually. 
Halloween is great since it’s once 

a year. And no one complains about 
going to two or three Halloween 
parties and celebrating a few times 
per year. But if Halloween were 16 
times a year, even kindergarteners 
would get a little tired of trick-or-
treating after night five or six.

The NFL cannot expect the same 
kind of continued success in the 
long-run across the pond. 

Not every game can be a sellout.
The push to base a team in Lon-

don by the end of their international 
campaign is both extremely rushed 
and naïve. 

Snap out of it, NFL. After next 
Sunday, you’re back in America for 
the rest of the season. Lose the fake 
accent and act like your real self: An 
American sport that simply vaca-
tions abroad once a year.

According to Taylor, the gen-
dered language surrounding ath-
letics remains the biggest issue at 
hand. He targeted phrases such as, 
“That’s so gay,” as having negative 
impacts. 

“Your intention may not be to 
hurt somebody,” said Averett, the 
NCAA representative for Lafayette 
Athletics. “But if it hurts some-
body, it hurts somebody.”

“No one wants to insult or 
harm anyone, but they make com-
ments…as a joke, off-hand,” added 
sophomore lacrosse player Dana 
Smith. “It’s important to know that 
your comments could hurt some-
one even though you could mean it 
as something light-hearted.”

To add to his presentation, 
Taylor invited Gavin Studner, an 
openly gay athlete at Lafayette, to 
join him on stage. 

“Having Gavin on the panel, 
having an out athlete share a little 
about his story and experience 

also gives this conversation a per-
sonal context,” Taylor said. “It’s one 
thing to talk about these things in 
theory, but when you have some-
one who’s a member of your com-
munity, who’s sharing their expe-
riences and what they’ve had to 
go through…I think that roots the 
conversation in a reality that’s re-
ally important to talk about.”

Studner’s main goal of his speech 
was to illustrate his past complica-
tions and current situation.

“As far as I know, and we know, 
I’m the openly gay athlete at Lafay-
ette,” said Studner, a senior on the 
tennis team.

He feels that his involvement in 
college athletics has been a positive 
experience, especially compared to 
high school. 

“The environment here is a lot 
more understanding and I think 
that’s because people are less judg-
mental,” Studner said. “Lafayette 
does a great job creating an envi-

ronment that is safe and inclusive 
of everyone.”

Despite Studner’s positive atti-
tude, both he and Taylor recognize 
the need for change. 

According to Studner, during 
the presentation Taylor asked the 
audience to raise their hands if they 
had heard the phrases, “that’s gay,” 
or “you’re being gay” in the last 
week.

“I saw about 70 percent of the 
crowd’s hands go up,” Studner said.

Taylor followed by asking if 
anyone with their hands raised had 
spoke out in these instances. Ev-
eryone’s hands lowered, according 
to Studner.

“I think that they fact that there 
is only one student athlete at Lafay-
ette who’s out is suggestive that the 
environment is not what it could 
be,” Taylor said. “So what can we 
do as a sports culture, as a campus 
environment to help athletes who 
are in Gavin’s position?”

Taylor worked with coaches, 
leaders in the student-athlete 
community, administrators and 
members of QUEST to address 
this question. According to Tay-
lor, being educated, vocal online 
and wearing your beliefs on your 
sleeve—in a literal sense, are small, 
but necessary steps towards achiev-
ing a safe environment. 

“A lot of times when we talk 
about various social justice issues, 
there is a very all or nothing men-
tality…” Taylor said. “You’re either 
with us or you’re against us, and 
while I’d love everyone to be as pas-
sionate about LGBTQ equality as I 
am, the reality is that won’t be the 
case. And so rather than focusing 
on large scale change, if we just boil 
it down to simple steps that will get 
us going in the right direction, we 
will make large scale change in a 
shorter amount of time.” 

Taylor’s presentation, coupled 
with the recent release of “You Can 

Play,” an athletic communications 
video dedicated to showing sup-
port for LGBTQ athletes at Lafay-
ette, demonstrates McCutcheon 
and Lafayette Athletics’ strong sup-
port of this movement. 

“There’s a tremendous amount 
of forward momentum, and I’m 
excited to see what comes next,” 
Taylor said. “Speaking out and 
standing up takes two seconds and 
it could save or change someone’s 
life.”

Despite this momentum, Taylor 
emphasizes the need for continued 
action. 

“Success is contingent upon 
what happens next,” Taylor said. 
“We all have people come in and 
talk about various topic matters, 
but if nothing changes, then that 
time spent it time wasted.”

“Expect change to come soon,” 
Studner added. “Sooner rather than 
later, because my goal is to make 
change before I leave this campus.”

Ally Continued from Page 12

NFL goes Euro
The impracticality of the NFL in London


